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ship, ch.xiv. sect. S.) illuminated by lamps, the musicians sing-
ing and playing the whole time, they launch it on the water.
Some people at the time of moondzm leave chooutees (or
tufts of hair unshaved) in the name of particular saints
(vide chap, xxxii.), and take great care that nothing unclean
contaminates them. A few, vowing in the name of any
saint, do not perform moondxm at all, but allow the hair
to grow for one or even four or five years; and, either at
the expiration of the appointed season, or a little before or
after, proceed to the durgah (or shrine) of that saint, and
there have the hair shaved. Should it happen that they
are in a distant country at the time, and have not the
means of repairing to his shrine, they perform fateeha, in
his name, and have the hair shaved at the place where they
may happen to be. Such hair is termed jumal choo^tee^
or jumal bal. This ceremony is, by some men and women,
performed with great iaith in its efficacy.

SECT. 4.   Placing the infant in the Guhwara or Cradle.

On the fortieth day, or usually on some previous day, the
infant is placed in a guhwara (i.e. a swinging-cradle).

At the time of the ceremony of putting it in the swing
(observed in the evening), the females having assembled,
apply sundul to the four legs of the cradle,, and ornament
them with red thread. Then having placed four cocoa-
nuts on the four corners within the cradle, and put some
boiled chunna* (or Bengal horse-gram), together with ma-
leeda and pan-sooparee on a platter, placed on the floor
near the swing, or held in the hand, they lay the child
down in the cradle, and sing some customary song far
lulling babies asleep; after^which, for the sake of amuse-
ment, they scramble for the eatables.

* Cicer arlenaturn.  Liri!